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							Ex Acton ad Astra: The Golden Age of a Chancer

			
		

		
		
		
			
							John Nunn has commented on the decade of decline that led to  Batsford’s insolvency in 1999, but he arrived behind the scenes too late to witness goings-on during the publisher’s – and Raymond Keene’s – 1980s heyday. Batsford insider and Keene crony Osama len Baden uncovers some of the secret history of what Nunn calls ‘a golden age’.

Click here for Kingpin’s intimate  portrait of England’s second GM: Ex Acton ad Astra_Kingpin_39
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						Ida Eddis Foster says:		

		
		
			December 5, 2009 at 8:47 am		


		Really, really, Kingpin.

In this article you describe Ray as a “wholly unprincipled swindler”. That shows how much you know!
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		combines an amusing style with solid instruction

			Leonard Barden, Financial Times

	



		razor sharp

			CHESS Monthly

	



		Its rather coarse satirical manner may not appeal to everyone – just the majority of us who enjoy sharp games and low humour

			George Botterill, New Statesman

	



		those who are unfamiliar with Kingpin are missing out on a real delight: there are many good chess magazines around, but in my opinion Kingpin is the best out there

			John Emms, The Survival Guide to Competitive Chess 

	



		Kingpin is a very, very nice magazine

			Peter Svidler, chess24

	



		the ‘Private Eye’ of the chess world
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		one of the very few chess publications that call a chess spade a chess spade
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		A great English chess favourite

			British Chess Magazine

	



		In the chess satire stakes @KingpinEd are masters of the art form … a veritable feast: irony, sarcasm, hyperbole

			ChessClubLive

	



		Kingpin is not a chess magazine in the normal sense of the word

			Luke McShane, New In Chess
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							  Lev Khariton The attractive countryside of Meudon is a 15-minute train ride from Paris. Here I came to interview Boris Spassky just three days before his 60th birthday. He reminiscences about his life, his chess career, his rivals and friends. Dear Grandmaster, I should…
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							Andy Lewis   A common Arimaa starting position Anyone for a variation on chess? Is chess played out? This concern has been voiced periodically over the history of the game, and the challenges has never been more profound: over-refinement of opening-theory; perfection of endgame technique;…
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							Sarah Hurst was a regular contributor to CHESS magazine in the 1990s and also edited the British Chess Federation’s newsletter, ChessMoves. Her fine book Curse of Kirsan: Adventures in the Chess Underworld is now available on Kindle at a bargain price. Since 2002 she has been translating…
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							“a must-read for everyone who doesn’t take chess too seriously; it’s especially a must-read for everyone who does take chess seriously!” ChessVibes “. . . very, very entertaining . . . some of the back issues were classics and I have some of them at home ….
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							Ron Katz* The Carlsen/Niemann/Chess.com dust-up has recently been resolved, but not explained. This fictional explanation fills that gap… “According to this article,” Barb Silver said to her husband, Bernie, “Baby Boomers like us are responsible for inflation.” She was peering over the newspaper she held,…
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							Nearly fifty years ago CHESS published this irate letter: CHESS (October 1973) It provoked a lively response: CHESS (November 1973) One reader sprang to Mr Lorley’s defence with knowing verve: CHESS (December 1973)   Having made his point, Mr Lorley kept a dignified silence. No…
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							Adrian Harvey     Steinitz in London A Chess Biography with 623 Games Tim Harding 421 pages | 84 photos | hardback | $75.00 Jefferson: McFarland, 2020 For three reasons this reviewer regards Steinitz as the greatest chess player of all time. In the first…
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							Adrian Harvey     Chess Theory From Stamma to Steinitz, 1735–1894 Frank Hoffmeister Foreword by Peter Heine Nielsen 492 pages | 83 illustrations | 407 diagrams | softback | $99.00 Jefferson: McFarland, 2022   This is a very substantial work that embraces all the major developments…
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